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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


E ARE SET for a full year of publications with features 

lined up for the next few months that will be most in- 
teresting. We would like more news notes from you as the 
fellows in the armed services writing in seem to value that 
above everything else. Also on the “want list” are a few more 
new subscribers. We are in a position to handle them now, so 
how about recommending The Western Railroader to a few 
of your friends. If you want, send us their addresses and we'll 
forward a few samples. 


We have no club meeting date set for March as yet, but 
if you’re interested in visiting a meeting drop us a card and 
we'll include you on the club mailing list for an announcement. 

We have heard from S. Kip Farrington Jr., author of 
Railroading From the Head End, who says he is preparing a 
book on Railroads at War and a book for the younger fans, 
The Giants of the Rails, If they are as good as “Railroading”, 
they shall be well worth looking forward to. 


Ira Swett’s Interurban News Letter has expanded recently 
with a photolith edition. To real juice fans this monthly news 
letter is a “must”. Send a buck to John M. Ferris, 210 North 
Ave. 66, Los Angeles 42, for a year’s supply. 

We learn with regret of the passing of George W. Hark, 
head of the Amador Central Railroad. The story of how he 
rehabilitated this historic California short line was recounted 
in our October '42 issue. He was always most helpful to visit- 
ing railfans andthe staff of The Western Railroader knew 
him well. He enjoyed telling of the time a group of railfan 
“historians” offered to blow the old Ione and Eastern safe at 
Martel for the relics it might contain. 
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Empire Coal Mine and 
Railroad Company 


By DAN McKELLIPS 


Y FATHER, S H. McKellips, had charge of the building 
M in 1877 of the Empire Coal Mine and Railroad Com- 
pany’s line from the water front at Antioch to the old Empire 
Mine, Hartley Mine, West Hartley Mine, and Stewartsville 
Mine in Contra Costa County, California. The line was three 
foot gauge. It was five miles to Empire Mine, six to the Hartley 
Mines and eight to Stewartsville Mine. 


Mr. Judson, of the Judson Iron Works of San Francisco, 
and M. W. Belshaw, capitalists of San Francisco, were the 
original owners of the company. Later the Judson interests 
were acquired by M. W. Belshaw. The latter was manager 
of the company and his son, C. M. Belshaw, was the superin- 
tendent at Antioch. 

The line was laid with thirty pound steel on cement sand 
ballast and, believe me, it was good. There were six 
bridges, some large and some small, a tunnel 1000-feet long and 
an incline overpass over the Southern Pacific a mile out of 
Antioch. 

The road had a pair of 0-6-0T's for motive power. Engine 
number one was named the ‘Empire’. She was a Baldwin job 
with 10x14 cylinders. and 30-inch drivers. She had no brakes, 
only the reverse lever. Engine number two was the “Jenny FE 
Belshaw” built in San Francisco by the Marchutes and Cantrell 
Iron Works in the early ’80s. She had 11x16 cylinders, 36-inch 
drivers and also no brakes. The saddle tank on number one 
held 1000-gallons while number two held 1200-gallons. The 
engines had a crosshead pump and injector—a Mack on engine 
two and a Gifford on engine one—neither of which worked 
worth a cent. 

The line also had 30 five-ton dumps, three 30-foot flat 
cars, two 1000-gallon square water cars and one 1500-gallon 
tank car. The caboose (only one) was 30 feet long, half of 
which was for passengers and half for freight. There was no 
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The No. 1, “Empire”, and some early railfans—Dan McKellips 





cover on the freight half, only side rails. 

The passenger fare on the road was 25e each way between 
the mines and Antioch. Fares were collected by the engineer, 
S. H. McKellips, of the original crew. Other members of the 
original crew were Wm. Bullock, fireman; Louie Dahnken, 
head brakeman; Putney Reed, second brakeman; and Filmer 
Page, third brakeman. 

In 1884 I started running the engine on the line and my 
dad took the conductor's place. The Empire Coal Mine & 
Railway had only one crew of an engineer, fireman, two brake- 
men and a conductor so when we needed the two engines 
father took over one of them and I the other engine. We did 
all of our own work on the cars and engines on Sundays as the 
road never ran on Sundays and the mines were idle. 

There were various grades on the road, and at the Stew- 
artsville mine the last half mile between the switchback and the 
bunkers was about two percent. The caboose or train could 
run all the way to Antioch under its own momentus and 
steam was used only in two or three spots on the down trip 
with a loaded train of coal. 

There were three veins of coal at old Empire, the Little 
Vein, Clarke Vein and Black Diamond, the last being the deep- 
est and best. The coal was full of sulphur, but was very hot 
and very dirty—lots of slate and ashes. They shipped coal to 
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Bithe mills at Stockton and also supplied the river boats with 
Booal. The “Solano”, the S.P.’s big car ferry used it for years 
and the “Contra Costa” also if I remember rightly. 
s The coal couldn’t compete when the Washington coal 
Bstarted being shipped in from the Pacific Northwest and the 
mines were allowed to flood around the turn of the century. 
[had left there in 1890 to work for the S.P., so I don’t know 
much about the last days. ‘There is nothing left of the road 
now except the fills of the railroad and the dumps at the mines. 


My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Erich Thomsen 





s Photo on front cover 


O. IT ISN’T a model, but a full-sized narrow gauge loco- 
N motive. Number 9 of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge 
‘een §may look small with those huge mine timbers in the fore- 
eer, §cround, but that is a grown man on the footboards. Erich 
the [Thomsen and Bill Williams spent a full day on NCNG in 
ken, May, 1941, riding the mixed train over the entire line. The 
mer flocal had backed up to Nevada City from Grass Valley. While 

switching at Town Talk on the return trip, Erich shot this 
my photo. Aside from liking narrow gauges Erich classifies this as 
e & Bhis favorite because it is a compromise between the historical 
ake- Band the utilitarian aspects of the narrow gauge train, a fairly 
ines § modern engine over a very historic road. Though the road re- 
did § mains today only in the minds and hearts of the Pacific Coast 
the Jrailfans, the engine itself is doing a job in the mid-Pacific on 

the Hawaiian narrow gauge. Erich is active in railfan fields 
tew- ff being a member of the live-steamer model group and chairman 


“er of the Pacific Coast Chapter, RKLHS.—FAG 
UIC 


and 
trip RAILROADIANA 


: What do you know about your favorite railroad? We both sell 
ittle and buy out-of-print books and rare items in Railroadiana. 
eep- Send for our latest list. 


ee GRAHAME HARDY  bacans cat 
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Equipment 





Southern Pacific narrow gauge 
locomotive 17, 4-6-0, is now at 
Salem, Oregon, on a short stretch 
of narrow gauge track. 

Pacific Coast Railway narrow 
gauge locomotive 111, 4-6-0, is 
now number 111 of Oahu Rail- 
way & Land Company in the 
Hawaiian Islands. 

Two of the Spokane, Cour de 
Aline & Palouse (Great Northern) 
freight motors are now in service 
on the Bamberger Electric since 
the former road has gone diesel. 

Seven ex-NY el cars have re- 
placed Salt Lake, Garfield & 
Western open trailers hauling 
prisoners - of - war near Ogden. 
Diesel-electrics are used for mo- 
tive power. 

The Los Angeles Railway has 
received thirty new PCC cars 
from the St. Louis Car company. 
Numbers 3095-3125 are the third 
batch of PCC’s for the LARY and 
are a part of an original order of 
100 which was cancelled. The 
Clark equipment company stored 
the 3’6” gauge trucks which were 
used in this order. They differ 
from the past orders in that the 
exit door has been moved one 
window to the rear.—INL 

The Pacific Electric has ob- 
tained SP gas-electrics 7, 8 and 
9 for conversion to switchers like 
NWP 904 was. They will be num- 
bers 1647, 1646 and 1645 on the 
P.E.—INL 

P.E. 1648, ex-NWP gas motor 
903. which has been rebuilt to a 
switcher. was scheduled to enter 
service February 15th—INL 

The Sacramento Northern has 
leased box motor 601 to the Tide- 
water Southern probably to re- 
place the TS 106 which is in ser- 
vice on the SN.—INL 

The ex-IER cars used as trail- 
ers on the UP and AT&SF in 
Southern California are the ones 
used on the Kaiser shipyard run 
between Portland and Vancouver 
(Wash.). The number of cars used 
on the Portland operation has 


been reduced to five cars and 
they were scheduled to be with- 
drawn at the end of January.— 
INL 

The British Columbia Electric 
Railway is taking delivery of 17 
new PCC cars for use in Van- 
couver (B.C.), bringing the num- 
ber of PCC’s on the BE to 21 
cars.—INL 

The PE is fixing up eleven IER 
motors and seven IER trailers for 
Maritime Commission service to 
supplement the fleet now in op- 
eration. The motorization of the 
NWP trailers is off for duration 
due to the difficulty of getting 
materials. 

The Market Street Railway has 
burned cars 1226 and 123 as no 
longer useable and has service 
ear 0601 scheduled for a similar 
fate. Car 860 was a total loss in 
a wreck at 16th and Portero. Car 
980 was recently gutted by fire 
in the early morning hours on 
lower Market Street. Cars 902 
and 282 are being repaired after 
serious damages.—Jerry Graham 

The Maritime Commission has 
renumbered their ex-IER com- 
bination motors on the P.E. from 
numbers 25-28 to 300-303. Also 
the 300 series motors which have 
been converted to trailers on the 
P.E. are renumbered into the 
low 400 series —Liebman 

According to the Key Train- 
men’s Bulletin the Key System 
has received permission from the 
ODT to accept delivery of 30 used 
street cars to be received in lots 
of 10 each. Origin of the cars is 
not known.—Graham 





Movies 





The movies have acquired one 
of San Francisco’s famous cable 
cars for an as yet unnamed movie. 
Market Street Railway’s number 
22 has been sold to MGM after 
many years of faithful service on 
the Sacramento-Clay street line. 
The car will meet an unhappy end 
however since the movie com- 
pany took action views on a 
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stretch of Sacramento-Clay track 
with a Jackson single-end car, 
the big double-end car will have 
one of its ends cut off to re- 
semble the Jackson car.— W.K. 
Miller 

Jerry Best hastens to correct us 
on the reported scrapping of Ho- 
part Estate no. 5. The engine is 
still safe in Warner Bros. studio 
in Burbank. He assures us that if 
the movies ever decide to sell, 
the local fans will be in the 
market. 





Oakland 


The El cars on the “Oakie” 
Railroad (Richmond Shipyard 
service) seem to be performing 
quite satisfactorily. The paint and 
new car signs seem to have 
brought back these historic cars 
to life again. Since the applica- 
tion of steps and electric John- 
son boxes on the platforms of the 
El units the equipment is almost 
100% FE} cars. 








Phoenix 





The Phoenix Municipal street 
railway system has undergone a 
superficial change over with the 
17 cream cars numbered 100 to 
134 (even numbers only) now 
running in a two tone green and 
numbered 501 to 517. Number 517 
has recently received a red, white 
ad blue paint job in a Wave re- 
cruiting drive. The system runs 
four street car lines and during 
the rush all of the cars are used. 
The system was completely re- 
built in 1928 so is in fine shape. 
—W.K. Miller 





San Francisco 





The transit situation is _ still 
much the same in San Francisco 
with the Market Street Railway 
appealing the recent decision of 
the Railroad Commission ordering 
a 6c fare. Temporarily the com- 


pany is issuing receipts which 
will be good for lc if the appeal 
goes against the company. The 
new mayor has revived the lease- 
purchase plans which Mayor 
Rossi had suggested over a year 
ago, but so far the negotiations 
have not produced any announced 
results, except to delay a vote on 
a proposed cancellation of the 
Market Street’s franchise. 





Western Pacific 





One of the new W.P. diesel- 
electric switchers, 558, is now op- 
erating at Elco. Steam switcher, 
164, is now at Wendover releas- 
ing C&NW 2449 for helper ser- 
vice on the hill. Seven “Misaabe” 
engines arrived at Wendover in 
December for use during the win- 
ter shut-down on the eastern iron- 
ore road. They are 2-8-2s and 
2-10-2s built by Baldwin in 1917- 
18.—“WP Headlight” 





Short Lines 


The Pickering Lumber com- 
pany engine house at Standard 
City burned down during the 
early part of February and engine 
11 was damaged. Pickering No. 6 
is being overhauled at the Sierra 
Railroad shops at Jamestown. — 
JFA 

Since the loss of business when 
the Yosemite Sugar Pine shut 
down at Merced Falls the Yose- 
mite Valley Railway has turned 
its daily passenger into a mixed 
train. It now leaves at 5:00 A.M. 
and arrives back at 10:00 P.M., 
taking about five hours each way 
for the 78 miles. 








Host To “Life” 


Ward Kimball’s “Grizzly Flats 
R.R.” was host to LIFE photog- 
rapher recently for a proposed 
“Life goes to a Railroad Party.” 
—Al Rose 
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Issued to keep fans informed of the latest in railroad news 
and comment. Also feature articles on historic western rail- 
roads and ‘Favorite Rail-Photos” printed to please you. Sub- 
scriptions for yourself and your buddies in the service are 
invited. 50c for ten issues, twenty for a dollar. 











